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0n April 7, L982, Susan Linner and Tm Tettirg of the Division met with
Ricky Broschat, Reclarnation Scientist for Atlas lv1inerals, at the mine offices
on the Far West minesite. A discussion was held concerning the approved
ievegetation test plgts. At this tirne Atlas has cleareO and leveied the
areas, but anticipatff no further action in the near future. We strongly
suggested that implementation of the test plots rras a condition for approval
of the overall reclametion conLract by the Board. the development of a
mutually agreeable timetable for implementirg the test plots was suggested.

After this discussion, a tour of the Far West minesite was made. This
mine has been in suspension since January 15, L979. Since the operation has
been suspended for rcre than two years, the site .visit was considered an
inspection in accordance with Rule I"1-7 of the Mine Land Reclamation Act
(L975). The Fa:r l^Iest mine is the site of all administrative offices bnd shops
for Atlas Inlineral-s. It is also a storage area for all equipment brougbt in
frm the other suspended minirg operations. Since the area is constantly in
use, Atlas wishes to keep the mine in a suspencied state an<i not undergo final
reclamation procedures.

Ihe mine shaft itself has been closed with a wire mesh fence. There are
no perennial or intermittant streams in the area. A11 ephemeral stream
channelshad been culverted in the mine yard. A c.ulvert draining the pad where
equipment is cleaneo drains into a large epheneral drainage on the southwest
side of the minesite. 0i1 from the pad is beirg discharged into the drainage
directly, killing vegetation in the area where the culvert enters, and leavirg
oily pools standing in the sane area. Another area of concern noted was in
the smal1 canyon on the north side of the mine facilities whidr has been used
as a garbage dumF. Scrap metal and trash has been deposited haphazardly
througlout the canyon and in smaller canyons off to the side. Walkirg up the
canyon, one ccnles to a point where it narrows considerably. At this point a
channel cming down from above splits into two channels which rtnr alorg each
side of tne canyon. I,lo effort has been made to keep trash out of these side
<irainages, or to keep any water that might flow intb the canyon from being
cOntaminated.

In conclusion, it is suggested that the Far Drlest Mine be kept in a
suspended state due to its constant use as an office and shopsite. It is also
reconmended that a letter be sent to the operator requesting that oil be kept
from enterirg the one drainage area, and that the trash heaps be consolidated
and cleaned up, so rhar any runoff enrerirg th. 

;ila"or 
be polluted.
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